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To  The  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Council, 

Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I  have  the  honour  to  present,  for  your  information  and  consideration, 
a  Report  on  the  Health  and  Health  Services  of  the  Urban  District  during 
the  year,  1958. 

The  annual  report  of  the  Public  Health  Inspector,  dealing  with 
the  Sanitary  Circumstances  of  the  Urban  District,  Housing  and  the 
Inspection  and  Supervision  of  Pood  Supplies,  is  complementary  to  this 
Report. 

For  your  information,  certain  details  of  the  personal  health 
services  administered  by  the  County  Council,  are  included. 

I  am. 

Your  Obedient  Servant, 


Medical  Officer  of  Health, 


' 
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PART  ONE. 

STATISTICS  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS. 

Area  of  the  District:  2837  Acres. 

Population,  mid-year,  Registrar-General*  s  estimate:  10,900. 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  at  the  end  of  1958;  3*4-13. 

Rateable  Value:  1958  -  £81,535.  1957:  £81,233. 

Product  of  Penny  Rate:  1958:  £314.  0.  Od.  1957  £309.  0.  Od. 

These  figures  show  a  population  increase  of  100. 

VITAL  STATISTICS. 

The  figures  in  brackets  are  the  corresponding  ones  for  1957* 


Live  Births. 

Male. 

female. 

Total. 

Legitimate. 

99  (103) 

105  (92) 

204  (195) 

Illegitimate. 

6  (  5) 

3  (  4) 

9  (  9) 

105  (108) 

108  (  96) 

213  (204) 

Birth  Rate  per 

1,000  estimated  population  19.5  ( i 8. 9 ) 

Still  Births. 

Male . 

female. 

Total. 

Legitimate. 

3  (3) 

4  (4) 

7  M 

Illegitimate. 

-  (-) 

“  (1) 

-  (0 

3  (3) 

4  (5) 

7  (8) 

Rate  per  1,000 

(Live  and  still  births) 

31.8  (37.7) 

Rate  per  1 ,000 

estimated  population:  0. 

64  (.74) 

Deaths. 

Male. 

female. 

Total. 

All  Age  Groups. 

50  (59) 

37  (44-) 

87  (103) 

Infants  under  1 

Yr.  <  Male. 

female. 

Total. 

Legitimate. 

3  (3) 

i  (i) 

4  (4) 

Illegitimate. 

-  (l) 

-  (1) 

-  (2) 

3  (4) 

1  (2) 

4  (6) 

Maternal  Deaths 

^  NIL  (NIL) 

-2- 


Death  Rates. 


General  rate  per  1,000  population: 

All  Infants  per  1,000  live  births: 

Legitimate  Infants  per  1,000  legitimate  Live  Births: 
Maternal  deaths  per  1,000  live  and  still  births: 


8.0 

(9.5) 

18.8 

(29.4) 

19.6 

(20.51) 

NIL. 

(NIL) 

The  number  of  births  has  increased  by  9  as  compared  with  last  year 
and  the  birth  rate  has  risen  from  18.9  to  19.5* 

Deaths  have  decreased  by  16.  The  infant  mortality  rate  is  18. 8 
as  against  29.4  last  year. 

The  principal  causes  of  death  are  set  out  in  the  following  Stable 


T  A  B  L  E  I. 


{  Cause  of  Death. 

Male . 

Female. 

Total. 

e 

Tuberculosis  Respiratory. 

1 

1 

Tuberculosis  Other. 

1 

- 

1 

Malignant  Neoplasm  -  Stomach. 

1 

1 

2 

Malignant  Neoplasm  -  Lung  Bronchus. 

5 

- 

5 

Maligant  Neoplasm  -  Breast. 

- 

2 

2 

Other  Lymphatic  &  Malignant  Neoplasm 

4 

5 

9 

i  Leukaemia  &  Aleukaemia. 

- 

1 

1 

[  Vascular  Lesions  of  Nervous  System 

5 

1 

6 

|  Coronary  disease  -  Angina. 

11 

6 

17  1 

|  Heart  Disease. 

2 

5 

7 

|  Other  Circulatory  Disease. 

1 

1 

2 

!  Pneumonia. 

2  j 

2 

4 

1  Bronchitis. 

7 

1 

8 

i  Ulcer  of  Stomach  &  Duodenum. 

1 

1 

!  Gastritis  &  Enteritis.  Diarrhoea. 

i  ! 

~ 

1 

i  Congenital  Malformations. 

- 

1 

1 

j  Other  defined  &  Ill-defined  diseases 

5 

8 

13 

All  other  accidents. 

4  ! 

. 

2 

6 

TOTALS:- 

50 

37 

87 

INFANT  MORTALITY 
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The  following  Table  gives  the  causes  of  infant  deaths  during  1938., 
classified  into  age  groups 


T  ABLE  II. 


j 

Weeks. 

Months. 

- 

1  yr. 

1 

i 

-1 . 

1-2 

2-3 

A 

1-3 

3-6  j 

,6-9.1 

9-12 

M. 

F. 

T. 

Acute 

Bronchitis, 

- 

•m 

- 

1 

. 

- 

1 

i 

1 

Atelectasis 
&  Prematurity 

1 

_ 

.  . 

- 

- 

“ 

- 

- 

1 

~ 

1 

Subarachnoid 

Haemorrhage. 

- 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

- 

1 

Extreme 

Prematurity. 

1 

* 

- 

- 

- 

' 

- 

- 

1 

1 

TOTALS : - 

2 

1 

u ... .  i 

! 

|  

1 

L 

... 

- 

3 

1 

b==! 

4 

1= 

Three  deaths  occurred  in  hospital,  and  one  at  home 


4 


COMPARISON  OF  KNOTTING-LEY  VITAL  STATISTICS  WITH  OTHER  WEST  RID  MG-  URBAN 

DISTRICTS,  THE  WEST  RIDING  ADMINISTRATIVE  COUNTY  AND  ENG-LAND  AND  WALES. 


T  ABLE  III. 


\ 

i 

«  j 

i 

Knott-  Aggregt. 
ingley  West  Rid- 
Urban  ling  Urban 
Dist.  i Districts 

West 

Riding 

Admin. 

County. 

England  : 
&  Wales  | 
Provis.  ; 
Fogures.j 

!  Birth  Rate 
|  (per  1,000  Estimated 

1  Population) 

19.5  j  16.3 

1 

16.7 

1 

16.4 

|  Death  Rate 
|  per  1,000  estimated 
!  Population. All  causes. 

1 

8.0  1  12.8 
! 

11.9 

11.7 

I  Infective  &  Para.  Dis. 
j  Excl.  Tub.  but  incl. 

|  Syph.  and  other  V.Do 

j 

|  0.04 

j 

0.05 

* 

-  — — i 

!  Tuberculosis 
Respiratory. 

0.09 

0.09 

0.09 

! 

0.09 

Tuberculosis 
j  Other. 

0.09 

0.01 

0.01 

0.01 

)  Tuberculosis 

1  All  Forms. 

! 

0.18 

0.09 

0.09 

0.10 

j  Cancer. 

1.74 

. 

2.11 

1.97 

2.12 

Vascular  Lesions  of 
Nervous  System. 

0.55 

2.13 

1.93 

Heart  and 

Circulatory. 

2.39 

5.00 

4.59 

* 

Respiratory 

Diseases. 

1.10 

1.40 

1.33 

Maternal  Mortality 
(per  1,000  live  and 
still  births) 

0.41 

0.43 

0.43 

Infant 

Mortality. 

18.8 

23.2 

24.4 

22.5 

Still  Births 
(per  1,000  live  and 
i  still  births). 

i . . . — . — 

31.8 

23.0 

22.8 

21.6 

r- - "rrrsj 

Figures  not  available 
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PART  TWO. 

PREVALENCE  OP  AND  CONTROL  OVER  INFECTIOUS 

AND  OTHER  DISEASES. 


The  following  Table  shows  the  prevalence  of  infectious  diseases, 
other  than  Tuberculosis,  throughout  the  year:- 


T  A  B.  L  E  IV. 


! 

Disease. 

Jan / 
Mar. 

Apl/ 

Jun. 

Jul/  |0ct/ 
Sep.  jDec. 

Total  i 

j 

Deaths 

To  | 
Hosp.i 

j  Scarlet 

Fever. 

13 

3 

6 

7 

29 

mi. 

22.  | 

Whooping 

C  ough. 

1 

4 

2 

7 

M 

~  i 

_ -j 

Measles. 

25 

1 

6 

-  . 

4 

36 

it 

! 

-  ! 

Dysentery. 

1 

1 

_ 

_ 

2 

tt 

2. 

Pneumonia. 

13 

- 

- 

1 

14 

tt 

- 

Meningococcal 

Infections. 

1 

2 

- 

3 

n 

3 

Food 

Poisoning. 

- 

- 

1 

1 

ti 

1 

Poliomyelitis 

Paralytic. 

- 

- 

_ 

!  1 

it 

1 

Poliomyelitis 
Non-paralytic . 

- 

- 

1 

i  1 

1 

ii 

1 

TOTALS:- 

54 

. . 

9 

17 

Ll 

94 

Nil. 

"  -  - 

o 

N-\ 

Diphtheria, 

No  case  of  diphtheria  occurred  during  the  year. 

Immunisation, 

97  Children  received  a  full  course  of  primary  immunisation  against 
the  disease. 

The  diphtheria  immunisation  programme  will  be  intensified  towards 
the  end  of  1959,  when  the  pressure  in  the  Department  caused  by  the 
poliomyelitis  vaccination  scheme  has  eased. 


TUBERCULOSIS 
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The  following  Table  summarises  particulars  contained  in  the 
Register  of  Tuberculous  persons :- 


TABLE  V. 


1  Number  of  Cases 

Respiratory. 

Non-Respt.y, 

Total. j 

j  In  Register. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

1 

j  At  Commencement 
of  1958. 

28 

23 

7 

15 

”1 

73  ! 

Notified  for  the  first 
time  during  1958. 

3 

2 

1 

- 

Inward  Transfers. 

1 

- 

- 

- 

1 

Removed  during  1958. 

2 

2 

2 

1 

7 

At  End  of  1958. 

30 

23 

6 

14 

73 

The  reasons  for  removal  of  cases  from  the  Register  are  given  in 
the  following  Table :- 

T  ABLE  VI. 


Entries  Relating  To 

Respiratory. 

Non-E 

Lespty. 

Total. 

M. 

F. 

F. 

I  Persons  who  have  died 

1 

- 

- 

- 

1. 

j  Persons  who  have  left 
i  the  district. 

1 

1 

- 

- 

2. 

|  Persons  recovered. 

- 

1 

2 

1 

4. 

TOTALS 

- - : - , 

2 

2 

2 

1 

7. 

In  the  following  Table,  new  cases  and  mortality  are  classified 
according  to  age,  sex  and  site  of  the  disease. 


TABLE  VII. 


i 

NEW 

CASES. 

DEATHS 

0 

Age  Groups. 

Resp. 

Non-Re  sp, 

Resp. 

Non-Re sp. 

ilT 

FJ 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

Under  5  years 

- 

- 

- 

Under  1 5 

- 

- 

1  ~ 

- 

- 

- 

Under  25  " 

- 

1 

1 

- 

- 

- 

Under  35  " 

1 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Under  45  " 

- 

Under  55  11 

— 

- 

1 

- 

- 

- 

Under  65  " 

2 

** 

- 

— 

- 

- 

- 

Over  65  " 

' 

- 

- 

- 

- 

_ 

- 

- 

TOTALS:- 

3 

2 

1 

_ 

- 

— - 

1 

_ 

- 

- 

Rational  Assistance  Act  -  Section  47« 


It  was  not  found  necessary  to  deal  with  any  patients  under  the 
above  Act. 
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Divisional  Staff  at  31 .12,58 


Divisional  Medical  Offioer. 

J.F.  FRASER  M.B.,  B.S.,  D.P.H.,  D.Obst.,  R.C.O.G. 

Senior  Assistant  County  Medical  Officer 

and  School  Medical  Offioer. 

G-.M,  MAYIiALL,  M.R.C.S.,  L.R.CoP. 

Assistant  County  Medical  Officer 

and  School  Medical  Officer, 

J.C.  White  M.B.,  B.S.,  M.R.C.So,  L.R.C.P.,  D.P.H.,  D.C.H. 


Health  Visitors  and  School  Nurses. 


Miss  E.M.  Atkinson. 
Mrs.  PoM.  Brice. 

Mrs.  M.  Faulkner. 

Miss  B.N.  Kennington. 

Assistant  Health  Visitors. 


Miss  L.O.I.  Day. 
Miss  M.W.  Thornley. 


Miss  M.H.  Osborne. 
Miss  B.N.  Porter. 
Mrs.  M.K.  Walsh. 
Miss  B.  Wright. 


Mrs.  J.K.  Smith. 
(Clinic  Nurse) 


Tuberculosis  Health  Visitor. 


Mrs.  E.W.  Petch. 


Midwives. 


Miss  K.  Ault. 

Mrs.  A.  Atack. 

Miss  R.G.  Fielder. 

Mrs.  E.  Glover.  (Relief) 
Mrs.  B.  Lister. 


Miss  C.  Norton. 
Mrs.  A.M.  Randall. 
Miss  C.A.  Roberts. 
Mrs.  J.R.  Wilford. 
Miss  M.  Wright. 


Home  Nurses. 

Mrs.  F.  Green,  Miss  E.  Lumley. 

Miss  E.  Leach  (Relief)  Mrs.  A.  Moiser. 

Home  Nurse/Midwives. 

Miss  B.Mo  Butterworth.  Miss  D.A.  Sutcliffe. 


Mental  Health  Social  Worker. 


Mrs.  M.  Myers. 
Speech  Therapist. 

Miss  K.  Wade. 

Duly  Authorised  Officer. 

Mr.  G.F.  Townend. 


Senior  Clerk. 


Mr.  W,  Carver, 


INTRODUCTION. 


In  this  section  is  given  a  brief  account  of  the  services  provided 
by  the  West  Riding  County  Council  as  a  whole,  under  Part  III  of  the 
National  Health  Services  Act. 


VITAL  STATISTICS. 
Births. 


The  number  of  live  births  registered  in  the  Divisional  area  during 
1958  was  1138,  an  increase  of  32  compared  with  the  previous  year. 


The  CRUDE  BIRTH  RATE,  19.5  per  thousand  of  the  estimated 
population  compared  with  19.2  for  the  previous  year  was  well  above 
the  West  Riding  Administrative  County  rate  of  1 6. V  and  the  England 
and  Wales  birth  rate  of  1 6.4. 

Deaths. 


The  deaths  assigned  to  the  Divisional  area  after  correction  for 
transfers  were  797?  an  increase  of  205  compared  with  1957. 

It  should  be  pointed  out  that  this  is  due  to  the  method  of 
allocating  deaths  now  adopted  by  the  Registrar  General.  The  Borough 
of  Pontefract  contains  a  very  large  hospital  for  the  chronic  sick, 
serving  a  very  wide  area.  If  an  individual  dies  after  a  period  of 
more  than  six  months  residence  in  hospital,  his  death  is  allotted  to 
Pontefract  Borough  and  is  not  transferred  to  his  normal  place  of 
residence. 

This  must  be  kept  in  mind  when  considering  both  the  general 
death  rate  and  the  deaths  from  individual  diseases  to  which  old 
people  are  particularly  liable. 

The  CRUDE  DEATH  RATE  from  all  causes  was  13.6  per  1,000  of  the 
estimated  population  as  compared  with  10.3  for  the  previous  year. 

The  West  Riding  Administrative  area  is  11.9  and  England  and  Wales  11.7- 


Infant  Mortality. 

In  1958  the  deaths  of  infants  under  one  year  of  age  numbered  27. 
The  infant  mortality  rate  was  23. 7  as  against  20. 8  in  the  previous  year. 


Maternal  Mortality. 

There  was  one  maternal  death  in  the  Divisional  area  during  the 

year. 

MIDWIFERY  AND  MATERNITY  SERVICES. 

Domiciliary  Midwifery. 

Of  the  1128  notified  live  births,  4  92  were  delivered  by  domiciliary 
midwives,  the  private  doctors  being  present  in  54  of  thes®  cases. 

Notifications. 

The  following  notifications  were  received  from  midwives 
practicing  in  the  Division: - 


Death  of  Mother.  - 

Death  of  Child.  2 

Still  Births.  8 

Artificial  Feeding.  103 

Liability  to  be  a  source  of  infection.  5 


Medical  Assistance. 

Medical  Aid  notices  sent  in  by  midwives  during  1958  numbered  92, 
all  of  these  being  domiliary. 


G-as  and  Air  Analgesia. 


All  the  domicilary  midwives  held  the  certificate  in  gas  and  air 
analgesia  administration  and  were  equipped  with  the  necessary  apparatus. 

G-as  and  air  analgesia  only  was  given  in  63  cases.  Pethidine  only 
was  given  in  92  cases,  and  gas  and  air  and  pethidine  was  given  in  272  cases. 

Ante-Natal  Clinics. 

There  are  four  ante-natal  clinics  in  the  Division  which  are  held  at 
Pontefract,  Peather stone,  Knottingley  and  Ferrybridge,  and-  during  the  year 
498  patients  attended,  of  which  3^0  were  new  patients.  The  total  number 
of  attendances  was  2,659» 

At  all  of  these  clinics  post-natal  examinations  are  carried  out  and 
118  patients  were  examined  post-natally  during  the  year. 

Relaxation  Classes. 

Relaxation  classes  for  expectant  mothers  are  held  at  the  Pontefract, 
Featherstone  and  Knottingley  clinics. 

These  have  continued  to  be  well  attended  and  the  number  of  attendances 
at  these  clinics  during  the  year  was  593 •  Some  difficulty  was  experienced 

in  running  these  classes  at  Pontefract  due  to  the  shortage  of  midwifery 
staff.  The  staffing  position  has  now  improved  and  this  difficulty  should 
not  continue. 

Institutional  Midwifery. 

Patients  from  this  Division  are  admitted  to  either  the  Castleford 
Maternity  Home  or  to  the  Southmoor  Maternity  Unit,  Hemsworth. 

Little  difficulty  has  been  experienced  regarding  maternity  accommodation 
although  it  has  not  always  been  possible  to  secure  admission  to  the 
hospital  of  the  patient’s  choice.  Due  to  travelling  difficulties  there 
is  a  preference  for  the  Castleford  Maternity  Home,  although  our  allocat¬ 
ion  of  beds  is  much  smaller  than  at  Southmoor. 

CHILD  WELFARE. 

During  the  year  a  new  multiple  clinic  was  completed  at  Trinity  Street, 
Pontefract.  This  was  erected  to  serve  the  needs  of  Pontefract  residents 
for  maternity  and  child  welfare  services,  and  the  whole  divisional  health 
area  for  specialist  services.  This  fine  building  has  been  welcomed  both 
by  the  staff  and  the  mothers. 

The  Featherstone  and  Knottingley  clinics,  which  are  both  County  owned, 
have  been  re-decorated  and  improved  structurally  during  the  past  two  years. 
It  is  hoped  that  some  improvements  may  be  made  in  the  near  future  to  the 
premises  which  are  rented  for  clinic  purposes  at  Streethouse,  Ferrybridge 
and  Carleton. 

The  mobile  clinic  visits  Monk  Fryston,  Brotherton,  Hensall,  Whitl ey 
Bridge  and  Fairburn  each  fortnight  and  is  proving  very  popular.  It  had 
been  hoped  to  include  visits  to  other  parishes  during  1958,  but  the 
additional  mobile  clinic  has  not  yet  come  into  operation. 


The  following  proprietory  preparations  were  available  at  cost  price 
to  all  women  attending  at  the  clinics :- 


Ostermilk 

Trufood 

Ovaltine 

Cow  &  Gate 

Glucose  'D' 

Horlicks 

Minadex 

Lactagol 

Bemax 

Cerex 

Trufood  Cereal 
The  annual  turnover  of  baby 


Virol 
Malt  oline 
Scotts  Twin  Pack 
Farex 

Robinson's  Groats 

Robinson's  Patent  Barley 

Colact 

Rob  rex 

Rob  soup 

Bovril  Weaning  Pood 
Rob oleine 

,  is  approximately  £5,000 


foods  etc 


The  following  were  distributed  free  of  charge :- 


IoC.D.  Tablets  Ferrous  Sulphate  Tablets 

Viteolin  Tablets  '  A  &  D  Liquid 

Vitamin  'C'  Lactation  Tablets 


I  wish  to  express  my  thanks  to  the  ladies  of  the  Voluntary  Committee 
at  the  clinics  for  all  the  work  they  have  done  during  the  year. 


Premature  Babies. 

During  the  year  91  babies  weighing  l>s  or  less  were  born  in 
hospitals  or  nursing  homes  to  mothers  normally  resident  in  the  Division 
and  25  were  born  at  home. 


SCHOOL  HEALTH  SERVICE. 

Medical  Inspections. 

The  periodic  medical  examination  of  the  four  age  groups  i. e., 
the  entrants  (5  years  +)  second  age  group  (7  years  +)  intermediate 
years  (10  years  +)  and  leavers  (14  years  +)  continued  throughout  the 
year  at  the  54  schools  in  the  division. 

Re-examinations  of  children  who,  at  previous  periodic  or  special 
examinations  had  been  found  to  have  defects,  were  made  at  each  school 
medical  inspection.  During  the  year  4442  periodic  inspections  were 
carried  out.  In  addition,  1701  special  inspections  and  re-examinations 
were  made.  'When  it  is  considered  that  the  school  population  is 
approximately  11,000,  it  will  be  realised  over  half  of  all  children  at 
school  were  examined  at  one  time  or  another  during  the  year. 

General  Condition  of  Children, 

All  pupils  at  routine  medical  inspections  are  classified  as  to 
their  general  condition  at  the  time  of  examination  and  92. 64^were 
classified  as  satisfactory  and  only  7.36%  as  unsatisfactory. 

Uncleanliness. 

During  the  year  health  visitors  and  school  nurses  made  16,646 
examinations  of  children  in  schools.  Of  these  420  individual  children 
wre  found  to  be  infested. 


SPECIAL  CLINICS. 


Ophthalmic  Clinics. 

During  the  year  we  were  very  sorry  to  lose  the  services  of  Mr.  S.K. 
Sledge,  who  had  to  relinguish  the  clinic  due  to  a  rearrangemen  o 
hospitil  committments.  Dr.  R.L.  Wood  took  over  the  clinic  and  we  were 
fortunate  enough  to  have  his  services  for  two  sessions  per  week.  D  g 
the  year  1641  children  were  examined.  Of  these  704  were  prescribed 
glasses. 


Ear,  Nose  and  Throat  Clinics. 

Mr.  K.M.  Mayall  holds  fortnightly  sessions  at  the  Central  Clinic, 
Pontefract  for  children  from  this  Division.  During  the  year  . Mr. 
Mayall  held  27  sessions  and  saw  141  children.  In  all,  the  children 
made  246  attendances. 


Orthopaedic  Clinics. 


Mr.  R.W.L.  Calderwood,  Orthopaedic  Surgeon,  holds  a  monthly  clinic 
at  the  Central  Clinic,  Pontefract,  and  during  the  year  11  sessions  were 
held.  140  children  were  seen  at  these  clinics  and  the  total  num  er 
attendances  made  was  201 . 


Child  guidance  Treatment. 


Dr.  S.M.  Leese,  Consultant  Psychiatrist  holds  child  guidance  clinics 
at  the  County  Health  Department,  Wakefield,  and  during  the  year  1 / 
children  from  this  area  attended  there. 


In  April,  1959,  the  clinic  with  its  team  of  workers,  Dr.  Leese, 
Mr.  D.G.  Pickles,  Psycologist  and  Mr,  J.  Coulson,  Psychiatric 
Worker  will  be  transferred  to  the  Central  Clinic,  Pontefract.  Childre 
from  surrounding  divisional  areas  will  then  attend  here  m  addition  to 

our  own. 


Ultra  Violet  Ray  Treatment^ 


During  the  winter  months,  ultra  violet  ray  treatment  sessions  are 
held  twice  weekly  at  the  Central  Clinic,  Pontefract.  During  e  y 
48  children  made  768  attendances  for  this  treatment. 


Speech  Therapy. 


In  1959,  it  is  intended  to  transfer  the  speech  therapy  clinic  at 
present  held  at  Featherstone,  to  the  Central  Clinic,  Pontefract  which  wil 
he  more  convenient  and  more  centrally  situated  for  mothers  to  attend. 

Miss  K.M.  Wade  treated  65  children  during  1958. 


Handicapped  Pupils. 


The  regular  medical  examination  of  handicapped  children  continue 
during  the  year  and  where  necessary,  recommendations  were  made  for 
placement  in  special  schools. 


Medical  Examination  of  Teachers  and 

Entrants  to  Training  College., 


It  is  the  duty  of  the  School  Medical  Officer  to  examine  candidates 
applying  for  entry  to  training  colleges  for  the  purpose  of  satisfying 
the  college  authorities  of  their  fitness  to  follow  a  course  of  teacher 
training.  During  the  year  22  candidates  were  examined  and  where  necessary, 
x-ray  examinations  arranged. 


In  the  case  of  entrants  to  the  teaching  profession,  11  examinations 
were  made. 


B.C.G.  Vaccination  against  Tuberculosis. 


Vaccination  against  Tuberculosis  was  offered  to  all  children  in  the 
year  of  their  13th  birthday.  With  the  consent  of  the  parents,  a  test 
is  performed  to  see  if  the  child  has  already  encountered  the  germ  of 
tuberculosis.  If  it  has  done  so,  no  further  action  is  taken,  as  it  is 
assumed  that  the  child  is  acquiring  a  natural  immunity.  If,  however,  tie 
test  indicates  that  the  child  has  not  encountered  tubercle  bacillus,  then 
vaccination  is  carried  out. 

The  age  of  13  years  has  been  chosen  because  at  this  age  the  natural 
resistance  to  the  disease  tends  to  drop  and  it  is  hoped  to  confer  protect¬ 
ion  during  the  years  of  increased  risk. 

During  1958  the  following  work  was  undertaken  in  the  division: - 

consents  No.  of  consents  Mantoux  Mantoux  Mantoux  Not 

Received,  Test.  Negative.  Positive.  Ascertained. 

789  429  421  329  84  8 

B.C.G-,  Vaccination. 

329. 


Vaccination  against  Poliomyelitis. 


The  programme  of  vaccination  against  poliomyelitis  was  intensified 
during  the  year.  The  number  of  consents  received  in  respect  of  school 
children  was  increased  and  at  the  end  of  1958,  approximately  8,000 
children  had  received  two  injections  against  this  disease.  A  further 
1,500  were  awaiting  vaccination  when  supplies  of  vaccine  were  available. 


The  Ministry  decided  towards  the  end  of  the  year  that  a  third  re-, 
inforcing  injection  was  necessary  for  the  children  who  had  already  had 
two  injections.  3*000  children  were  given  this  third  injection. 

Furthermore,  the  Government  decided  at  the  end  of  the  year  to 
extend  the  scheme  to  include  young  adults  up  to  the  age  of  25  years. 


HEALTH  VISITING. 

During  the  year,  the  following  number  os  visits  were  made  by  Health 
Visitors  in  the  division: - 


No.  of  children  under.  5  years  of  age  visited  during  year;  4201 . 
Total  Visits  made  to  expectant  mothers: ..................  175* 

Total  visits  made  to  children  under  1  year  of  age: . 5809* 

Total  visits  made  to  children  aged  1  &  under  2  years.....  3699* 

Total  visits  to  children  aged  2  but  under  5  years. . . .  5938. 


Total  visits  to  tuberculous  households. . . . .  1849* 

Total  families  or  households  visited. . . 431 0, 

Other  cases  visited...... . . .  8676. 


HOME  NURSING 


During  the  year,  26,627  visits  were  paid  by  home  nurses  compared 
with  26,809  in  the  previous  year. 

The  number  of  cases  attended  and  visits  made  are  shown  below: - 


1 

Classification. 

No.  of  Cases 
attended  by 
Home  Nurses 
During  Year. 

No.  of  visits 

paid  by  Home 
Nurses  during 
the  Year. 

(l )  Medical. 

608. 

21,235. 

(2)  Surgical. 

190. 

4,723. 

(3)  Infectious  Diseases. 

4. 

57. 

(4)  Tuberculosis. 

9. 

567. 

(5)  Maternal  complications 

7. 

45. 

TOTALS:- 

818. 

26,627. 

Patients  included  in  above 
who  were  aged  65  or  over  at 
the  time  of  the  first  visit 
during  the  year. 

. 

CO 

0 

— 

VO 

>• 

0 

• 

Children  included  in  above 
who  were  under  3  years  of 
age  at  the  time  of  the  first 
visit  during  the  year. 

44. 

267. 

Patients  included  in  above 
who  have  had  more  than  24 
visits  during  the  year. 

135. 

10,327. 

HOME  HELP  SERVICE. 


The  Home  Help  Service  is  provided  under  the  National  Health  Service 
Act,  1946.  Section  29  of  the  Act  stipulates  the  class  of  case  for 
which  provision  of  a  Home  Help  can  be  made.  These  are  as  follows: - 


(a) 

Ill. 

(a) 

Expectant  Mother. 

(b) 

Lying-in. 

(e) 

Mental  Defective. 

(c) 

Aged. 

(f)  A  child  not  over 
Compulsory  school  age. 

Before  a  Home  Help 
be-  signed  by  the  Head  of 

can  be  provided,  s 
the  household  on 

1  form  of  application  must 
which  he  undertakes  either 

to  pay  the  whole  cost  of  the  service,  or  to  give  a  statement  of  his 
income  and  agree  to  pay  the  assessed  charge  according  to  the  County 
Council  scheme. 


Under  no  circumstances  can  a  Home  Help  by  used  as  a  sitter-in  and 
the  amount  of  assistance  which  a  patient  is  granted  is  related  strictly 
to  the  amount  of  domestic  work  which  is  required  to  be  done. 

The  authorised  establishment  of  home  helps  in  this  Division  was  27. 

Authorised  Divisional  Establishment. 

(i)  Basic,  27. 

(ii)  Prom  Reserve.  - 

(iii)  TOTAL.  27. 


ii) 

(iii) 

(iT) 


(i)  Whole-time. 

Nil. 

(ii)  Part-time. 

38. 

(iii)  TOTAL. 

CO 

N~\ 

Cases  provided  with  Domestic  Help  during  the  year 

ended 

31st.  December,  1958. 

No.  of 

Hours 

Cases. 

Employed, 

Maternity  (including  expectant  mothers.) 

46 

2879 

Tuberculosis. 

6 

1428 

Chronic  Sick.  -  (a)  aged  65  + 

265 

40918 

(b)  under  65. 

36 

4873 

Others. 

- 

- 

TOTALS:- 

353. 

50,098. 

Number  of  Home  Helps  that  could  have  been  employed  full-time.  21.89, 


MENTAL  HEALTH. 

The  mental  health  work  in  the  division  consists  mainly  of  the 
supervision  of  defectives  under  Voluntary  and  Statutory  Supervision, 
and  in  the  provision  of  reports  on  home  conditions  to  Hospital 
Management  Committees.  The  nearest  Occupation  Centre  to  this  area 
is  at  Loch  Lane,  Castleford,  and  at  the  end  of  the  year  15  children 
from  this  area  were  attending  there. 

This  Centre  at  Loch  Lane  will  close  on  31 st  December,  1958  and 
patients  will  then  attend  at  a  new  Centre  erected  by  the  County 
Council  at  Airedale.  This  new  Centre  will  have  an  industrial  centre 
to  cater  for  adult  defectives  who  have  been  unable  to  attend  the  old 
Centre.  The  Group  training  classes  held  at  our  child  welfare  clinics 
will  then  cease.  Mrs.  Argile,  the  home  teacher,  is  to  be  transferred 
for  duty  at  the  new  Centre. 

A  special  bus  is  to  be  operated  to  bring  children  from  this 
Divisional  area  to  and  from  Airedale  Occupation  Centre. 


MEDICAL  EXAMINATIONS  POR  SUPERANNUATION 
PURPOSES. 

New  entrants  to  the  County  Council  service  are  required  to 
undergo  a  medical  examination  to  see  if  they  are  suitable  for  admission 
to  the  Superannuation  Scheme,  and  during  the  year  I  examined  66 
candidates.  In  addition,  2  members  of  the  County  Staff  resident  in 
the  Divisional  area  who  had  been  off  duty  through  sickness  for  a 
considerable  period  were  examined  to  ascertain  whether  or  not  they 
were  incapable  of  continuing  employment  by  reason  of  permanent  ill- 
health. 
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KNOTTINGLEY  urban  district  counc il . 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Council. 

Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

isJL1wi'fh  much  more  settled  mind  that  I  present  to 
y  u  my  fourth  Annual  Report  covering  the  work  of  the  Health 
Department  for  the  year  1958.  6  nealth 

~  of  comparative  well  being  stems  from  the 

La°;  ^at  my  worst  fears  and  prognostications  of  last  year 
have  not,  fortunately,  been  realised. 


■hnt  enou&h»  housing  went  on  allocation  as  was  forecast 

but  due  to  a  relaxation  later  in  the  year  our  building 
programme  was  accelerated  and  will  stand  comparison  with  anv 

T5e  Potion  is  that  half  the  houses  17 
the  district  are  Council  owned  and  one  in  three  of  the 
population  are,  in  fact,  living  in  post  -  war  houses. 


,  0ne  half  of  the  houses  contained  in  the  Council’s 
fifteen  year  programme  of  Slum  Clearance  have  been  dealt  with 
within  three  years  and  within  the  next  twelve  months  all  the 
tenants  of  these  houses,  plus  others  to  be  dealt  with  in  the 
coming  year  will  have  been  rehoused  and  the  old  houses  will 
have  been  demolished. 


The  first  Smoke  Control  Area  in  Knottingley  was  declared 
during  the  year  and. is  now  awaiting  confirmation  by  the 
Minister.  Industry  is  co-operating  very  well  in  our  efforts 
to  rid  the  town  of  the  ill  effects  of  smoke  and  grime  and  1 963 
should  see  vast  improvements. 


j-he  Ministry  gave  the  go  ahead  to  our  schemes  for  new 
sewage  disposal  plant  and  the  combined  efforts  of  Knottingley 
and  Osgoldcross  for  a  joint  works  should  soon  be  showing 
results.  e 


The  Rent  Act  caused  very  little  trouble  locally,  mainly 
due  to  the  predominance  of  old  property  in  the  privately 
owned  houses  in  the  town. 

Refuse  Collection  and  Disposal  ran  smoothly  until  the 
onset  of  the  log  and  ice  of  November  and  December  which 
caused  a  slowing  down  of  the  service. 

By  and  large  the  year  has  been  one  of  hope  and  of 
achievement.  Much  remains  to  be  done  and  some  aspects  of 
environmental  health  have  been  barely  touched  but  the  future, 
for  once,  looks  bright  and  cheerful. 

If  we  take  advantage  of  this  new  mood  many  long  standing 
and  well  known  eyesores  rnay  be  completely  eradicated  to  the 
lasting  benefit  of  the  town  and  it’s  future  generations. 
Knottingley  may  never  be  classed  as  a  Garden  City  but  at  least 
the  first  steps  have  been  taken  to  make  it  a  pleasant  and 
comfortable  place  to  live  in. 

My  thanks  go  out  to  all  Council  Members  and  Staff  and 
in  particular  to  Councillor  W.  B.  Piper,  in  his  first  year  as 
Chairman  of  the  Public  Health  Department,  whose  efforts  have 
made  this  year  the  harbinger  of  good  to  come. 


ENVIRONMENTAL  HEALTH  SERVICES 


Section  1  -  Sanitary  Oircumstancea 


WATER  SUPPLIES 


The  water  supply  to  the  district  is  purchased  in  bulk 
from  Pontefract  County  Borouoh  and  is  distributed  by  the 
Knottingley  Urban  District  Council. 

The  water,  taken  from  three  boreholes,  is  chlorinated, 
at  source  and  is  of  consistently  good  quality.  The  hardness 
of  the  water,  both  temporary  and  permanent,  occasionally 
proves  to  be  inconvenient,  particularly  in  water  heating 
appliances,  but  the  problem  is  far  from  insuperable  and 
complaints  are  few  and  far  between. 

Only  four  dwelling  houses  out  of  a  total  of  3  <>420  are 
not  connected  to  the  mains  supply.  Samples  of  bacteriological 
examination  of  the  private  supplies  have,  to  date,  been 
satisfactory. 

A  copy  of  the  Public  Analyst’s  Report  on  a  sample  of 
mains  water  is  appended  below. 

*  Sample  of  Mains  Water 

Chemical  Analysis 


Total  Solids. 
Chloride. 

Alkalinity  as  CaC03, 

Total  Hardness. 
Permanent  Hardness. 
Temporary  Hardness. 

Lead,  Copper,  Zinc, 
Iron. 

Manganese, 

Free  Ammonia. 
Albuminoid  Ammonia. 

* 

Nitrous  Nitrogen. 
Nitric  Nitrogen. 

pH 


Parts  per 

Million 

360 

20 

116 

160 

1+4 

116 

Nil 
Nil 
Nil  . 

0.01 

0.01 

Nil 

6.1 

7.4 


This *water  is  of  good  organic  purity. 
(Signed)  F.W.M.  Jaffe. 
RICHARDSON  &  JAFFE. 
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SANITARY  ACCOMMODATION  AND  SEWAGE  DISPOSAL 


At  the  time  of  writing  36  houses  in  the  Urban  District 
have  satisfactory  private  drainage,  2  houses  have  unsatisfactory 
private  drainage  and  the  remainder,  making  up  98.91$  of  the 
premises  in  the  district  are  connected  to  the  Council1 s  sewers. 

Two  cesspools  have  been  abolished  during  the  year  and  the 
houses  thus  served  connected  to  the  main  sewerage  system. 

The  sewage  works  of  the  district  are  grossly  overloaded 
and,  but  for  the  heroic  work  of  the  Cesspool  Emptier  crew  who 
cleanse  the  settling  tanks  weekly,  our  effluents  would  be 
unsatisfactory  at  all  times. 

Pour  new  open  filtration  bays  have  been  provided  at  the 
Ferrybridge  Works  to  replace  old,  sour  bays  and  help  to  keep 
the  Works  and  effluent  from  deteriorating  further  during  their 
remaining  short  (we  hope)  life, 

Hope  is  now  with  us  as  the  Ministry  have  suddenly  called 
for  details  of  a  new  joint  Works  to  serve  Knott ingley  U.  D.  C. 
and  Osgoldcross  R.  D.  C.  The  Ministry  are,  in  fact,  now  pressing 
us  to  greater  speed  and  the  only  limiting  factor  appears  to  be 
the  speed  with  which  the  joint  Consultants  can  produce  the 
finished  scheme  for  approval.  This  change  of  heart  can  only  be 
welcomed  and  acted  upon  as  speedily  as  possible.  Having  pressed 
our  case  for  so  long  we  must  not  allow  ourselves  to  be  accused 
of  tardiness  in  the  final  stages  of  preparation. 


INFECTIOUS  DISEASE 


Disinfestation  of  premises  which  have  housed  cases  of 
Infectious  Disease  is  carried  out  as  required  and  arrangements 
are  still  in  operation  for  the  issue  of  disinfectant  free  of 
charge  on  request. 

The  diseases  which  have  come  to  our  notice  have  undergone 
changes  in  past  years  and  reflect  the  progress  both  of  medical 
science  and  also  what  is  known  as  "preventive  medicine",  which 
term  includes  our  old  friend  environmental  hygiene.  Tuberculosis 
has  been  curtailed  not  only  by  drugs  and  vaccines  but  by  better 
houses,  less  overcrowding  and  the  vigilance  of  the  food  inspector 
and  veterinarian.  Pasteurisation  and  chlorination  have  helped 
reduce  the  incidence  of  Scarlet  Fever,  Diphtheria  and  other  milk 
and  water  borne  diseases.  Terminal  disinfection  is  an  addition 
to  these  weapons  against  disease  and  .has  it's  own  part  to  play 
in  the  fight  against  both  old  and  new  enemies. 


DIRTY  AND  VERMINOUS  PREMISES 

Chlordane,  D.D.T.,  Zaldecide,  Gamma  B.H.G. .Dieldrin, 
Pyrethrumm,  Malathion,  etc.,  etc.  The  list  is  almost  unending. 

All  will  kill  bugs,  fleas  and  other  insect  pests.  Chlorophyll 
and  deodorisers  of  all  kinds  will  keep  our  houses  and  shops 
sweet  smelling  and  more  pleasant  to  visit.  Unfortunately  a 
large  proportion  of  the  people  requiring  the  assistance  of  these 
various  impressively  named  products  fail  to  understand  that 
sunlight,  ventilation  and  almost  any  proprietary  cleanser  plus 
elbow  grease  will  have  the  same  result  in  most  cases. 

The  need  to  instil  this  latter  truth  into  a  small  percentage 
of  the  population  becomes  more  evident  as  the  old,  insanitary 
dwellings  are  demolished  only  to  lead  to,  more  often  than  we  care 
to  think  of,  modern  insanitary  dwellings. 
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Surveillance  and  training  may  be  the  answer  but  with 
staff  so  thinly  spread  how  can  this  be  undertaken  unless  some 
form  of  proving  ground  .dwellings  are  set  aside  from  w 
tenants  can  move  after  showing  reasonable  evidence  of  capability 
in  domestic  matters.  Not  all  authorities  nor  oixicials  pee  eye 
to  eye  on  these  natters >but  sons  effort  ^t  be  dade  te.Prevent 
new  houses  merely r continuing  the  slum  mode  of  lif 
all  trying  to  eliminate. 


Details  of  major  infestations  dealt  with  during  the 
year  are  given  below. 


Infestation. 

No.  Treated. 

Re-infe stations. 

Ants. 

31 

4 

Bed  -  bugs. 

17 

A 

Cockroaches. 

15 

i 

Clovermites. 

8 

5 

Silverf ish. 

3 

ATMOSPHERIC  PQLUTION 

No,  of  30  minute  smoke  observations  ...•••••••14 

No.  of  Intimation  Notices  sent . ••••  J 

No,  of  Complaints  received,  . . 

No,-  of  Factories  visited . . . 4^ 

No,  of  Certificates  of  Exemption  issued .  3 

No,  of  Prior  Approvals,,.., . .  1 

That  the  principles  of  the  Clean  Air  Act,  "1956  together 
v/ith  the  necessity  for  its  attendant  powers  have  been  accepted 
by  the  country  at  largeis  never,  I  think,  in  dispute,  as  with 
all  generalities  however  the  acceptance  is  tempered  by  reservat  * 
The  main  reservations  appear  to  be  in  respect  of  :  - 

(a)  Offending  factory  chimneys. 

(b)  The  cost  of  smokeless  fuel.  _  > 

(c)  The  other  fellow  li getting  away  v/ith  it  . 

All  these  arguements  have  some  force  but  they  all  fall 
apart  on  close  examination. 

(a;  Industry  must  carry  out  enormous  and  expensive  conversions 

without  closing  down  and  causing  unemployment.  One  factory 
conversion  alone  may  be ‘equal  in  fuel  demand  to  thousands  of 
house  conversions.  Production  of  industrial  steam  raising  plant 
cannot  be  increased  as  easily  as  the  smaller,  less  specialise 
domestic  appliances  to  cope  with  a  sudden  demand  nor  ha  t 
suddenly  as  that  demand  ceases.  Yet,  despite  all.these 
difficulties,  industry  unlike  domestic  property  is  tied  to  a 
date  line  -  1963  by  which  time  it’s  chimneys  must  be  practically 
smokeless  or  the  penalties  of  the  Clean  Air  Act,  1956  must  he 
faced. 

(•b)  The  cost  of  smokeless  fuel  is  higher  than  the  traditional, 

smoky,  bituminous  coal,  Arguements  have  and  will  rage.over  the 
alleged  subsidisation  of  gas  by  coke  or  vice  versa  whichever  you 
prefer.  Nevertheless  most  people  nowadays  prefer  to  cook  by  gas 
or  electricity,  use  electric  kettles  or  immersion  heaters,  use 
paraffin  (or  oil)  heaters  etc.  Why?  Because  the  higher  price  is 
more  than  compensated  by  the  added  convenience  and  labour  saving 
value  of  the  modern  appliance. 
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The  same  thing  can  he  said  of  coke,  the  major 
f  ootS^fCe  heating  fuel  of  to-day.  Two  hundredweights 
+£  11  C?SC  aPProxll'^tely  17s  -  Od  against  15s  -  6d 

for  the  equivaient  weight  of  medium  quality  coal.  The  coke 

t0  2a^ry,  cciuses  less  dirt  in  the  house,  far  less 
grit  and  smut  outside  the  house,  can  he  controlled  in  it’s 

of^n?  Wil1  ^St  aS  l0ng  as  two  half  hundredweights 
swiSfi/f6  result  is,  m  the  majority  of  cases,  a  cash 
saving  m  fuel  ,  not  to  mention  the  economies  made  in 
cleaning  time,  costs  and  the  inestimable  value  of  a  purer  air 
to  breathe.  ^ 


t  A-  ,  Theiellow  living  outside  a  Smoke  Control  Area  is  not. 
I  think,  getting  away  with  it.  He  may  think  he  is  ;  But  then, 
so  did  the  thousands  who  died  of  smallpox  after  refusing,  on 
one  ground  or  another,  to  he  vaccinated.  So  did  the  farmer  of 
my  knowledge  who  fed  his  children  unpastcurised  milk  only  to 
see  three  out  of  four  finish  their  days  in  a  Tuberculosis 
Sanatorium. 


It  is  smart  to”get  away  with  it"  hut  at  the  cost  of 
your  wife  s  health  and  temper,  your  own  pocket  or  your 
childrens  lives:  surely  not? 

The  will  come,  in  the  lifetime  of  most  of  us,  when 
n?  ane  will  take  a  house  using  bituminous  coal  any  more 
willingly  than  to-day  accept  oil  lamps  in  lieu  of  electricity. 

Knottingley  is  among  the  leading  authorities  in  the 
} ^PPemantati°n  of  the  Clean  Air  Act,  1956.  Prom  January  1st, 

959  any  new  house  let  for  the  first  time  must  he  operated 
smokelessly  and  despite  some  initial  hazards  the  condition  is 
being  observed  by  the  tenants. 

Prior  to  the  opening  of  the  first  smokeless  house  a 
Clean  Air  Exhibition  was  held.  During  the  week  some  3000  - 
3500  people,  including  organised  parties,  attended  the 
exhibition,  which,  we  were  later  told,  was  amongst  the  most 
successful  held  in  the  West  Hiding. 

The  Knottingley  No.  1  Smoke  Control  Area  was  declared 
during  the  year  after  completion  of  the  necessary  survey, 
calculation  of  estimates,  etc.  which  wer e  then  sent  to  the 
Ministry  for  confirmation  in  the  early  part  of  1959, 

The  Air  Pollution  figures  again  show  a  small  but 
noticeable  decrease  in  pollution  during  1958.  The  low  pressure 
plant  of  the  Ferrybridge  "A'f  Power  Station,  'which  is  responsible 
for  much  of  the  heavier  pollution,  was  in  high  production  during 
the  period  and  I  now  look  forward  to  a  greater  reduction  as  this 
plant  becomes  operative  only  intermittently. 


Atmospheric  Pollution  -  Average  monthly  deposits  1957  &  58. 


Instrument 

Site. 

Tons 

/ sqare 

mile/month 

• 

Sulphur. 

Mgms/ day/1 00  eras. 

Sol 

juble . 

Inso] 

Luble. 

Total. 

IZJL 

.’38 

-  *57 

’58 

'  57 

r58 

’57 

1  58 

Holmf ields. 

4.9 

5.18 

8.82 

8.37 

13.72 

13. 

55 

0. 686 

0.627  * 

Warren  Ave. 

3.86 

4*18 

5.3 

4.36 

9.17 

8. 

54 

1.36 

1.48 

Ave.  of  4  ) 

other  sites  ) 

around  Power)! 

4.  23 

4.85 

6.48 

6.59 

10.71 

11. 

44 

1.39 

1.36 

Station.  )| 

Industrial  Town, 

11.45 

31.25 

42. 

7 

3.65 

Country  Town.  | 

9.3 

6.33 

15. 

63 

0.575 
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MOVEABLE  DWELLINGS 


There  is  one  licensed  site  for  residential  caravans 
in  the  district.  The  number  of  vans  varies  but  averages  25- 
30  at  any  one  time. 

The  site  is  very  well  situated  but  access  could  be 
improved,  though  this  is  not  a  great  drawback. 

Mains  water,  electricity  and  hard  standings  are 
available.  Drainage  is  to  soakaways  and  the  individual 
chemical  closets  are  emptied  to  a  cesspool  v/hich  in  turn  is 
emptied  weekly. 

A  number  of  the  members  of  the  Showmans  Guild,  exempted 
from  the  licensing  provisions  of  the  Public  Health  Act,  use 
the  Urban  District  as  winter  quarters.  They  themselves  cause 
little  or  no  problem  but  they  do  attract  certain  less  desirable 
elements  who  need  careful  checking  from  time  to  time. 

Gipsy  caravans  cause  trouble  from  time  to  time  and 
occasionally  they  do  need  firm  handling  to  prevent  more  or  less 
permanent  settlements  springing  up. 


RODENT  CONTROL 

This  service  is  carried  out  by  a  trained  operator  on. 
a  part  -  time  basis.  This  means  that  complaints  are  dealt  with, 
immediately  but  there  is  insufficient  time  available  to  carry 
out  all  the  survey  and  block  control  schemes  one  would  desire. 
Despite  this  drawback  the'  rodent  population  is  kept  well  under 
control,  at  least  in  the  urbanised  parts  of  the  town. 

The  farms  are  almost  exclusively  under  contract  either 
to  the  Ministry  or  to  private  firms. 

The  year  1958/59  is  the  last  year  in  which  direct  Grant  • 
Aid  will  be  available  to  the  Council  and  in  future  this  grant 
will  be  included  in  the  Block  Grant  which  has  caused  so  much 
controversy  in  other  directions. 

During  the  year  the  Ministry  have  given  up  their  contract 
service  and  have  not  renewed  contracts  as  they  ended.  This 
should  have  meant  a  new  source  of  income  to  the  Local  Authorities 
as  we  are  obviously  equipped  to  take  over  this  work.  However, due 
to  th£r.way  the  service  was  terminated  it  has  been  found  generally 
that  the  more  lucrative  contracts  had  already  been  collected. by 
newly  formed  Disinfestation  Companies  and  the  local  authorities 
were  left  to  pick  up  the  remains. 

Control  of  Tips  and  Sewers  was  maintained  during  the  year 
to  extremely  good  effect  and  no  appreciable  infestation  developed# 

A  total  of  116  infestations,  only  three  of  which  were 
Major  (i, e.  over  25  rats)  were  found  in  85  properties  and  all  were 
cleared.  Private  houses,  which  are  treated  free,  accounted  for 
110  of  the  infestations  and  buisness  and  agricultural  properties, 
which  are.  re-charged,  accounted  for  the  other  6, 

A  copy  of  the  Annual  Return  made  to  the  Ministry  of  _  , 
Agriculture,  Fisheries  and  Food  is  given  on  the  next  page. 
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REPORT  FOR  12  MONTHS  ENDING  51st  MARCH,  1  959, 


Type  of  Property, 

None -Agricultural* 

Local 

Dwelling 

All  other 

A  *  J 

Authority. 

Houses. 

(inc. 

TOTAL 
(1 ,2,3.) 

Agnc* 

(inc.  Council 
Houses. 

Business 

Premises) 

1. 

Number  of 
properties 
in  Local 

14 

3277 

417 

3708 

30 

Authority’ s 
District, 

. 

2. 

Number-  of 
properties 
inspected  as 
a  result  of 

a. 

notification 

6 

49 

6 

61 

1 

b* 

survey  under 

36 

the  Act* 

23 

26 

85 

- 

c. 

Otherwise^ 

(e* g.  when 
visited 
primarily 
for  some 

10 

61 

28 

99 

' 

other  purpos 

e 

3. 

Total >insp. 
carried  out 
incl. 
re-insp* 

247 

432 

120 

799 

8 

4. 

Number  of 
properties 
insp. (in  S.  2 

) 

infested  by 

, 

Major* 

3 

- 

- 

3 

1 

a. 

Rats .Minor* 

23 

49 

5 

79 

- 

...  Major* 

... 

— 

— 

— 

— 

b* 

Mioe*Minor • 

13 

- 

13 

- 

5. 

Number  of 
infested 
properties 
(in  S*4) 

treated 
by  L.  A. 

14 

62 

5 

84 

1 

6. 

Total 
treatments 
incl.  re¬ 
treatments. 

28 

82 

5 

115 

1 

7. 

Number  of 
notices 
served  under 
Sec.  4  of 
the  Act. 

a. 

Treatment. 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

b. 

Structural 

Work. 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 
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Local 

Authority 

Dwelling 
Houses 
(incl.Cbuncjl 
houses) . 

All  other 
(incl. 
Business 
Premises) • 

TOTAL 

(1,2,3.) 

Agric. 

8.  Number  of 
cases  in 
which  default 
action  taken 
after  Sec.  4 
notice. 

- 

- 

- 

- 

9.  Legal 

Proceedings. 

— 

- 

- 

- 

- 

10.  Block  Control 
Schemes  done. 

3 

FACTORIES 

I  give  below  a  copy  of  the  Annual  Return  made  to  the 
Ministry  of  Labour  and  National  Service  which  shows  the  visits 
made  and  sanitary  defects  found  and  remedied  during  195°* 

These  figures  do  not  include  visits  in  respect  of  Rodent 
Control  (given  elsewhere),  in  respect  of  Means  of  Escape  in  Case 
of  Fire,  nor  of  visits  in  respect  of  smoke  and  noxious  effluvia 
both  of  which  will  be  found  in  the  summary  of  visits  at  the  end  of 
the  report. 

During  the  year  the  majority  of  factories  were . visited  once 
and  a  few  had  more  attention  but  by  and  large  the  conditions  and 
amenities  covered  by- .the  Local  Authority  are  well  complied  with. 

Certificates  of  Means  of  Escape  in  Case  of  Fire  were  issued 
in  respect  of  one  factory  during  the  year  and  over  80/o  of  the 
factories  now  have  them.  The  remaining  factories  have  either  been 
inspected  and  the  necessary  work  not  yet  completed  ,  or  have  still 
to  be  inspected  in  collaboration  with  the  Fire  Safety  Officer  of 
the  Castlef ord  Division  of  the  West  Riding  Fire  Service. 


FACTORIES  ACT  RETURN. 


Premises. 

Number 

on 

Register. 

Number  of 

Inspections. 

Written 

Notices. 

Occupiers'! . 
Prosecuted. 

a.  Factories  in 
which  Secs.  1,2, 
3, 4, and  6  are 
to  be  enforced 
by  L.  A’ s. 

2 

2 

1 

tmm 

mb.  Factories  in 
which  Sec.  7 
is  to  be 

enforced  by  L.A. 

43 

44 

2 

- 

c.  Other  premises 
in  which  Sec. 7 
is  enforced  by 
the  L.A.  (Excl. 
outworker’s  pr.) 

2 

3 

1 

- 

|  TOTAL 

47 

49 

— 

3 

- 
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Cases  in  which  defects  were  found: 


Number  of  cases  in  which  defects  No.  of 

were  found.  cases  in 


Particulars* 

Found. 

Remedied. 

Refer:-?ed 

To  H.M.|'By  li.M 

which 
prosecut¬ 
ions  ins- 

Insp 

sctor* 

t ituted. 

Want  of  cleanliness. 

1 

1 

(s.i.; 

Overcrowding.  (S.2. ) 

-- 

- 

- 

- 

. — - — 

Unreasonable 
temperature.  (S.3.) 

- 

— 

- 

Inadequate 
ventilation.  (S.4. ) 

— 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Ineffective  drainag^ 
of  floors.  (8.6. ) 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Sanitary  Conveniences. 

(S.7.) 

a.  Insufficient. 

b.  Unsuitable  or 

1 

1 

i 

defective. 

3 

3 

" 

c.  Not  seperate 

for  sexes. 

Other  offences 
against  the  Act 
(not  including 

offences  relating 
to  outwork. ) 

TOTAL 

5 

5 

- 

i 

- 

— 
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ENVIRONMENTAL  HEALTH  SERVICES 


HOUSING 


Section  2.  Housing* 


The  number  of  new  houses  completed  within  the  Urban 
District  in  1958  showed  an  appreciable  increase  over  the 
previous  year.  Unfortunately  it  does  not  reflect  the  true 
facts  of  the  year’s  operations. 

Of  the  houses  completed  32  were  actually  in  the  1957 
completion  programme  but  were  delayed  a  matter  of  days  only 
which  was  sufficient  to  bring  their  completion  date  into  1958, 

After  much  correspondence  and  many  anxious  meetings  the 
Council  were  granted  an  allocation,  for  the  year,  of  28  houses. 
This  at  a  time  when  1 50  or  more  families  i.e,  ..about  3%  °£  the 
population,  were  living  in  houses  already  the  subject  of 
Demolition  Orders  I  Owing  to  this  disappointing  picture  it  was 
felt  that  little  would  be  gained  by  representing  more  houses 
for  Demolition  Orders. 

Towards  the  latter  part  of  the  year  a  tremendous  trans¬ 
formation  was  affected.  Building  controls  were,  for  all 
practical  purposes,  removed  and  the  Local  Authority  acted 
immediately  and  vigorously.  So  much  so,  that  by  the  end  of  the 
year,  11+0  houses  and  flats  were  either  being  built,  out  to 
contract  or  approved  by  the  Ministry,  Almost  all  these  dwellings 
are  being  constructed  in  the  central  area  of  Knottingley  and  a 
badly  needed  “face  lift1’  it  is  providing  too. 

The  housing  efforts  of  the  K.U.D.C.  will,  I  think,  stand 
boasting  about.  Almost  exactly  half  the  population  live  in 
municipally  owned  houses  and  when  the  present  building  programme 
is  completed,  one  out  of  every  three  houses  in  the  district  will 
have  been  built  since  1945* 

The  figures  are  as  follows  s- 

Dec,  1958, 


No,  of  houses  in  the  district, ,3*420 
Total  no,  of  Council  Houses, 1 ,698 


No.  of  Post-war  house  (Private  &  Council) ., ,1 , 1 28 


OVERCROWDING 

No  cases  of  statutory  overcrowding  were  found  during  the 
year.  In  one  or  two  cases  the  nomadic  habits  of  the  occupants, 
together  with  their  supreme  command  of  the  half-truth  and  their 
complete  inability  to  answer  ’’YES”  or  "NO”,  made  the  assessment 
a  trifle  less  accurate  than  usual. 

Despite  these  incidents  statutory  overcrov/ding  does  not 
appear  to  present  any  problem  locally. 

IMPROVEMENT  GRANTS 

Seven  grants  were  made  to  owners  during  the  year  and 
seven  more  houses  thereby  modernised  and  given  a  new  lease  of 
lifd. 

The  three  cottages  purchased  by  the  Council  for  modern¬ 
isation  were  also  dealt  with  during  the  year  and  the  experiment 
appears  to  have  been  a  success.  This  work  ranked  for  Improvement 
Grant  of  course,  making  ten  in  all  during  the  year  and  bringing 
the  total  since  1949  to  91 • 
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UNPIT  HOUSES 


For  reasons  given  earlier  in  the  Report  very  few 
houses  were  represented  during  the  year,  and  these  only  towards 
the  end  of  the  year. 

Of  the  16  houses  represented,  seven  were  in  a 
Compulsory  Purchase  Order  and  Clearance  Area,  now  confirmed. 

The  remaining  were  dealt  with  as  follows 

1  -  Action  pending. 

1  -  Demolition  Order. 

5  -  M.O.H’s  Certificates  of  Unfitness. 

2  -  Undertakings  to  demolish. 

Negotiations  for  land  required  for  our  redevelopement 
plans  proceeded  during  the  year  and  sites  for  over  350  houses 
have  been  acquired.  Other  negotiations  are  in  train  and  it  is 
hoped  that  the  developement  of  the  central  and  shopping  areas 
of  Ferrybridge  and  Knottingley  can  be  taken  beyond  the  outline 
stage  in  the  near  future. 


RENT  ACT  1957 


Certificates  of  Disrepair 

I  present  below  a  summarised  table  of  action  taken 
under  the  above  Act  from  its  coming  into  force  until  31st  Dec. 
1938. 


Applications 

Uriel©  p*fc  i  n  p!  s 

Certificates 

Issued 

Repairs 

Completed 

C-iven 

Accepted 

19 

10 

10 

Nil 

11 

In  the  case  of  eight  houses,  applications  were  made  and 
no  further  action'  taken  in  the  matter  as  the  Urban  District 
Council  purchased  them  almost  immediately  afterwards.  The  rents 
were  restored  to  the  old  level  until  such  time  as  the  tenants 
were  rehoused  and  the  houses  were  then  demolished. 

I  give  below  a  cony  of  the  return  of  Housing  Statistics 

1938. 

1.  No.  of  Dwelling  Houses  in  District  3420 

2.  No.  of  Houses  included  in  above  (a)  Back-to-back  24 

(by  Single  back  53 

3.  HOUSES  IN  CLEARANCE  AREAS  AND  UNFIT  HOUSES  ELSEWHERE 

No,  of  houses  included  in  Representations  made  during 
the  year  (a)  in  Clearance  Areas  6  (b)  individual 

unfit  houses  10. 


(a)  HOUSES  DEMOLISHED 


in 

(a 

Clearance  Areas 

Demolished 

Displaced  1958 

Houses  unfit  for  human 
habitation 

Families 

Persons 

(2) 

— 

— 

•m 

Houses  included  by  reason 
of  bad  arrangement,  etc. 

_ 

_ 

_ 

(3) 

Houses  on  land  acquired 
under  Sect. 43  (2)  H.A.1957. 

- 

- 

- 

10  - 


Not  in  Clearance  Areas 

Demolished 

Displaced  1958 

Families 

Persons 

(A)  As  a  result  of  formal 
or  informal  procedure 
under  Sect.  17  H.A.1957- 

5 

15 

47 

(5)  Local  Authority  owned 
houses  certified  unfit 
hy  the  M.  0.  of  H. 

(6)  Houses  unfit  for  human 
habitation  where  action 
has  been  taken  under  local 

7 

12 

28 

Acts. 

(7;  Unfit  houses  included 
in  Unfitness  Orders. 

- 

- 

- 

(b)  UNFIT  HOUSES  CLOSED 

(8)  Under  Sects.  16(4)» 

17(1)  &  35 (1 ) jH.A. 1 957 

Number 

(9)  Under  Sects-  17(3;  & 

26.  H.A.1957 

— 

- 

- 

(10)  Parts  of  buildings 
closed  under  Sect, 18, 

— 

- 

- 

H.  A.  1957 

... 

(o)  UNFIT  HOUSES  MADE  FIT  AITD  HOUSES  IN'  WHICH  DEFECTS  WK RE 

^  ) - - - - -  remedied 


- - - — -J 

By  Owner 

By  Local  Authority 

(11)  After  informal  action 

by  L • A. 

20 

— 

(12)  After  formal  notice 
under 

(a)  Public  Health  Acts 

fTT 

(b;  Sects.  9  &  16  H.A.1957 

- 

— 

(13)  Under  Sect.  24,H.A.1957 

(a)  UNFIT  HOUSES  IN  TEMPORARY  USE  (H.A.1  957) 


Position  at  end  of  year 

Number 

Number  of  separate 

of 

dwellings  contained 

Houses 

in  column  ( 1 ) 

— rn~l 

(2)  

(14)  Retained  for  temporary 
accomodation 

(a)  Under  Sect.  48 

- 

(b)  Under  Sect-17(2) 

- 

— 

(c)  Under  Sect.  46 

- 

— 

(15)  Licensed  for  temporary 

occupation  under  Sects.  34 

- 

— 

or  53- 

1  .  -  . . -  -  - - — 

(e)  PURCHASE  OF  HOUSES  BY  AGREEMENT 


(16)  Houses  in  Clearance 
Areas  other  than  those 
included  in  confirmed 
Clearance  Orders  or  C.P.O’ 
purchased  in  the  year. 


Number 

of 

Houses 

Number  of  occupants 
of  houses  in  column 
(1)  _  . 

— m 

iki  n 

41 

113 

11  - 


4.  No.,  of  families  rehoused  during  the  (a)  Clearance  Areas  - 
year  into  Council  owned  dwellings.  (b)  Overcrowding  — 

5.  RENT  ACT  1 9^7 

(a)  No.  of  certificates  of  disrepair  granted 

(b)  No.  oi  undertakings  to  execute  repairs  by  owners  to 

/  \  - T  _  .  Local  Authority  7 

(c;  xTo.  of  certificates  of  disrepair  cancelled 

6.  OVERCROWDING 

;Xi — Q Piffle ^ QQ — in  connection  with  this  problem  —  Overcrowding 
in  its  present  legal  sense  appears  to  be  none  existent  in  the 
Some  "bedroom  standard11  overcrowding  is  apparent  but 
a  ilexible  house  exchange  system  is  gradually  overcoming  this 
trouble. 

7.  NEW  DWELLINGS 

No.  of  new  dwellings  completed  during  the  year 
By  the  Local  authority  Ip2 • 

By  Private  Enterprise  10. 


8  •  ^LNTSJFOILIIQ^^  01:'  HOUSING  ACCBMMODAT I  ON 


Formal 
applications 
received  during 
the  year 

Applications 
approved 
during  the 
year 

Number  of 
dwellings 
completed 
during 
year 

Number  of 
dwellings 

Number  of 
dwellings 

(a)  CONVERSIONS 
(The  no.  of  house 
is  the  no.  of 
completion  of 
work. 

s 

- 

- 

(b;  IMPROVEMENTS 

7 

7 

7 

9*  DETAILS  01'  ADVilNCES  FOR  THE  PURPOSE  OI1  ACQUIRING  OR 

'  ,  ,  -  -  cqkstructing  houses-"! - 

6. Advances  under  the  Small  Dwellings  Acquisition  Act 
have  been  made  this  year. 
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ENVIRONMENTAL  HEALTH  SERVICES 


Section  5  -  Food  Inspection  and  Control 
SLAUGHTERHOUSES 


The  Urban  District  is,  at  the  moment,  well  supplied 
with  slaughterhouses  and,  in  fact,  supplies  meat  to  shops 
outside  the  district  as  well  as  to  travelling  shops  which  tour 
the  surrounding  areas* 

It  will  be  seen  that  almost  800  horses  were  slaughtered 
in  the  year,  about  70%  of  which  were  exported  to  Belgium.  The 
carcases  are  inspected  and  certified  by  me,  as  the  authorised 
meat  inspector,  and  are  exported  in  sealed  refrigerated 
containers. 

The  horse  slaughterhouse  was  approved  by  the  Dutch 
Government  for  the  supply  of  horseflesh  to  Holland  but  none  has 
yet  been  sent. 

The  slaughterhouses  vary  from  good  to  fairish  specimens 
of  their  kind  and  all  have  hot  and  cold  water,  cooling  rooms  etc. 
Their  future  is  not  yet  certain  but  some  may  not  survive  the 
impact  of  recent  legislation. 


MEAT  INSPECTION 

All  carcases  slaughtered  in  the  district  for  human 
consumption  are  inspected  post  mortem. 

At  a  Conference  recently  the  Government  were  asked  to 
regulate  slaughtering  times  and  abolish  week-end  slaughtering. 

This  action,  which  was  supported  by  this  Council,  is,  I  feel, 
a  MUST  if  we  are  to  have  100%  inspection  of  meat.  The  difficulties 
in  Knottingley  are  not  insurmountable  but  nevertheless  100%> 
inspection  cannot  be  achieved  without  certain  overtime,  particularly 
at  week-ends. 

Meat  inspection  is  a  recurring  time-consumer  but  it  is  a 
vital  health  service  and  must  be  maintained. 

Organs  and  meat  condemned  or  surrendered  are  coloured 
green  and,  like  inedible  offals,  are  collected  by  fertiliser  and 
other  by-product  manufacturers. 

Cysticrcus  Bovis  is  treated  by  deep  freeze  in  accordance 
with  the  Ministry's  recommendations. 

My  thanks  are  again  due  to  the  Osgoldcross  Rural  District 
Council  and  Castleford  Municipal  Borough  Council  Public  Health 
Inspector’s  for  carrying  out  meat  inspection  in  my  absence. 

I  give,  on  the  following  page,  statistical  tables 
summarizing  meat  inspection  carried  out  during  1958. 
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Cattle 

excl. 

Cows. 

Cows 

Calves 

Sheep 

Pigs 

Horses 

Total 

“1 

No,  killed. 

T  467 

97 

3 

1681 

790 

775 

3813 

No,  Inspected. 

|  467 

97 

3 

1681 

790 

775 

3813 

All  diseases  excent 

T.B.  &  Cysticerci. 

Whole  carcases 
condemned. 

i 

- 

- 

1 

3 

3 

7 

Carcases  of  which  some 
part  or  organ  was 
condemned. 

19 

13 

- 

39 

8 

186 

265 

Percentage  of  number 
inspected  affected  by 
disease  other  than 

T.B.  &  Cysticerci. 

4.07 

13.4 

- 

2.37 

1.41 

24.13 

7*03 

Tuberculosis  only. 

Whole  carcases 
condemned. 

- 

- 

— 

mm 

1 

1 

Carcases  of  which  some 
part  or  organ  was 
condemned. 

12 

17 

- 

- 

32 

- 

61 

Percentage  of  number 
inspected  affected 
by  T.B. 

2.57 

17.53 

- 

- 

4.05 

- 

1.63 

Cysticercosis. 

Carcases  of  which  some 
part  or  organ  was 
condemned. 

6 

3 

- 

- 

- 

- 

9 

Carcases  submitted  to 
treatment  by  i 

refrigeration.  I 

6 

3 

- 

- 

- 

- 

9 

Generalised  and  j 

totally  condemned. 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Carcases  condemned  as  unfit  for  human  consumption. 


3  Horses  (Complete) 
3  Pigs  (Complete) 
1  Pig  (Complete) 
1  Sheep  (Complete) 


Oedema 

Oedema 

Tuberculosis 

Oedema 


Organs  and  part  carcases  affected  by  Tuberculosis 


Cattle 

Pigs 

Cows 

Head  &  Lungs  -  4 

Heads 

-  29 

Head  &  Tongue 

Heads  -  1 

Livers 

-  1 

Head  &  Lungs  - 

Lungs  -  5 

Livers  -  2 

Loins 

-  2 

Liver 

Lungs 
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Organs  and  part  carcases  affected  by  other  diseases 


Horses 

Cattle 

Livers  - 

176  Parasitic 

Livers 

— 

9  Parasitic 

Lungs 

8  Parasitic 

- 

8  Distomatos 

Spleen  - 

1  Sarcoma 

- 

1  Angioma 

- 

1  Rupture 

- 

1  Sepsis 

C. Bovis 

— 

6 

Pigs 

Sheep 

Livers 

-  2  Parasitic 

Livers  - 

8 

Parasitic 

Lungs 

-  3  Parasitic 

Lungs 

2 

Parasitic 

Pluck 

-  1  Parasitic 

Pluck  - 

20 

Parasitic 

Livers 

-  3  Secrotic 

Liver 

9 

Distomatosis 

Cows 

• 

Livers 

-  3  Angioma 

-  7  Distomatosis 

Kidneys 

-  2  Nephritis 

Udder 

-  1  Mammitis 

C.  Bovis 

-  3 

MILK  (Special  Designation)  REGULATIONS  1949/1954 


I  give  below  the  numbers  of  licences  issued  by  the 
Local  Authority  under  the  above  regulations  for  the  year  1958. 


Dealers 

T.T.  -  6 

Pasteurised  -  6 

Sterilised  -  16 


Supplementary 

T.T.  -  4 

Pasteurised  -  4 
Sterilised  -  4 


ICE-CREAM 


Two  new  retailers  were  registered  during  the  year  and 
there  are  now  20  registered  retail  premises  and  one  producer' 
retailer  in  the  district. 


POOD  HAWKERS 


All  food  hawkers  in  the  Urban  District  are  registered 
under  the  West  Riding  County  Council  (General  Powers;  Act  1951 
Section  76. 

Before  registration  all  vehicles  must  have  a  self 
contained  hot  water  supply,  a  sink,  soap'  and  towel. 

13  Hawkers  have  now  been  registered  of  which  3  have 
been  registered  to  trade  in  vegetables  only.  3  of  these  were 
registered  during  the  year  after  complying  with  the  Council’s 
requirements. 


FOOD  PREMISES 

I  give  below  a  list  of  food  premises  in  the  district. 

Registrered  Section  16.  Food  &  Drugs  Act  1955. 

For  the  sale  or  storage  for  sale  of  ice-cream  -  20 
For  the  manufacture  of  ice-cream  -  1 

For  the  preparation  of  sausages  or  preserved  food  -  8 
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Other  food  premises. 


Butchers. 

-  10 

Cafes. 

-  6 

Fish  &  Chip  shops. 

-  13 

Bakehouses. 

-  2 

Slaughterhouses. 

-  6 

Clubs  and  licensed  premises. 

-  28 

Other  food  shops. 

-  61 

FOOD  HYGIENE  REGULATIONS  1955 

The  opening  of  this  section  of  the  report  follows 
on  from  the  closing  of  the  same  section  of  last  years  report, 
namely,  licensed  premises. 

The  extensive  modernisation  referred  to  in  one 
house  has  been  completed  and  a  most  presentable  place  of 
refreshment  has  resulted  from  it.  Plans  have  been  passed  for 
a  further  new  house  to  replace  at  least  one  and  possibly  more 
than  one,  of  the  existing,  delapidated  structures.  Plans  are 
being  prepared  for  the  provision  of  a  new  bar  and  sanitary 
accomodation  at  yet  another  of  the  licensed  houses.  The  results 
of  the  notices  served  have  been  most  encouraging  and  it  has 
been  found  that  even  the  less  spectacularly  unsuitable  houses 
are  being  improved,  apparently  on  the  “Keep  up  with  the  Joneses"' 
principle. 


Shops  are  very  slowly  being  improved  but  each 
improvement  has  to  be  steadily  worked  for.  It  is  notable  that 
in  the  main,  the  newcomers  make  the  biggest  and  quickest 
alterations.  A  further  example  of  the  "New  Broom1*  theory  perhaps. 

Food  poisoning  has  been  conspicuous  by  it's  absence 
and  this  probably  proves  that  at  least  handling  techniques  have 
been  improved.  Sterilisation  of  equipment  before  use  is  now, 
with  the  quaternary  ammonium  compound  and  hypochlorites,  a 
relatively  easy  task,  and  is  being  adopted  more  and  more  in  all 
classes  of  food  manufacturing  and  catering  establishments. 

Food  hawkers  are  becoming  more  modern  in  outlook  and 
five  more  of  them  have,  this  year,  provided  decent  mobile  shops 
containing  hot  and  cold  water,  washbasins  etc.  Many  of  these 
mobile  shops  compare  favourably  with  the  most  modern  static 
premises  and  hardly  deserve  the  odium  at  present  attached  to  the 
word  ‘‘Hawker1*. 

No  prosecutions  have  been  taken  during  the  year  but 
a  number  of  warnings,  mainly  concerned  with  smoking,  were  issued 
and  in  all  cases  with  apparent  success. 
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EN  VIR ORIENTAL  HEALTH  SERVICES, 


Section  L.  Public  Cleansing.. 


REFUSE  COLLECTION 


The  Local  Authority  are  responsible  for  the  collection 
and  disposal  of  domestic  refuse  throughout  the  Urban  District. 
The  area  is  fairly  compact,  though  long  and  narrow.  Over  three 
quarters  of  the  houses  and  premises  are  contained  in  about  half 
the  acreage  of  the  district,  the  remainder  being  scattered 
about  on  the  borders  of  the  district.  This  has  the  effect  of  . 
producing  comparatively  long  periods  of  unproductive  travelling 
time  in  certain  parts  of  the  round. 


One  16/18  cub.  yd.  Fore  and  Aft.Tipper  covers  the 
district  with  a  crew  of  one  driver  and  six  or  seven  loaders 
according  to  the  season  of  the  year.  Labour  troubles  once  again 
beset  us  in  the  late  winter  of  1958/9,  mainly  owing  to  sickness. 
Knottingley,  with  it’s  diversity  of  industry  and  latterly. 
Ministry  of  Transport  road  improvement  works,  is  able  to  absorb 
all  the  able  and  willing  labour  which  is  available.  This  leaves 
virtually  a  "Closed  Shop"  labour  pool  for  the  Local  Authority, 
consisting  of  a  core  of  good,  loyal  men  to  whom  security  is  a 
blessing  of  itself,  and  a  small  group  of  itinerant  workers  who 
return  to  us,  in  turn,  when  nothing  easier  ,  better  paid  or 
more  congenial  is  available. 


Each  man  now  has  his  own  heated  locker  for  storage  and 
clothes  drying.  Washing  facilities  were  provided  during  the 
year  and  are  much  appreciated  by  the  men.  Protective  Clothing 
is  issued  on  the  scale  shown  below.  It  is  noticeable  that  the 
morale  and  general  outlook  of  the  men  improves  after  the  issue 
of  new  clothing,  usually  in  May,  Whether  this  is  due  in  part  or 
in  whole  to  the  clothing  or  to  the  season  is  not  entirely 
certain  and  this  could  probably  form  an  interesting  research 
problem  in  Industrial  Psychology.  I  remain  content  to  comment 
on  the  fact  and  leave  the  introspection  to  others. 


Scale  of  Protective  Clothing. 

Issue  per  man. 

Every  4th  year. 
Every  2nd  year. 
Annually. 

As  required. 

As  required. 


1  Mackintosh  three  quarter  length  coat  - 

1  pair  Armoured  Boots 

2  pairs  Overalls 
Gloves 
Goggles 


The  weekly  task  is  growing  slowly  but  surely,  partly 
by  reason  of  the  numbers  of  new  houses  being  constructed  but 
also  because  the  new  construction  invariably  results  in  longer 
carries  both  ways.  Once  again  this  is  an  increase  in  unproduct¬ 
ive  time.  The  ideal,  of  course,  from  the  collection  view  point, 
is  a  rear  access  road  between  the  back  gardens  of  two  rows  of 
houses  and  the  bin  just  inside  the  back  gate.  This  being  impos¬ 
sible  -  and,  of  course,  not  desirable  from  the  tenant’s  point 
of  view,  we  find  all  sorts  of  remedies  being  used.  Bins  under 
cover  at  the  front  of  the  house;  a  communal  dustbin  store  at 
the  rear  of  the  house,  covered  passages  between  houses  with  the 
bin  at  the  end,  and  so  on.  Nevertheless  all  these  solutions  hav 
two  things  in  common,  they  do  not  solve  the  problem  and  they  do 
lengthen  the  carry. 
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in  the  tahlenbe?ow?ati°n  °f  th°  inorease  in  Mns  only  ^  given 


No.  of  dustbins  emptied  weekly 

No.  of  ashpits 

No.  of  privy  middens 

No.  of  pail  closets 


1255 

3,445 

8 

17 

25 


1958 

3,632 

6 

12 

30 


REFUSE  DISPOSAL 


„  1^ie  refuse  disposal  site  at  Headlands  Lane  and  Hill 

during  the  year,  been  tipped  up  to  the  satisfaction 
?  new  ov/ner  and  it  became  necessary  to  a  find  a  new  tipping 
area.  A  number  of  sires  sprang  to  mind  but,  unfortunately, 
wing  to  the  threatened  collapse  of  Spawd  Bone  Lane  we  had  no 
choice.  In  order  to  provide  . support  for  the  road  we  had  to  tip 
over  privately  owned  land,  just  across  the  road  from  370 
private  and  Council  owned  houses* 

-A®  usual,  on  the  day  the  first  load  was  tipped  the 
rst  complaint  came  in.  Despite  the  purchase  of  expensive 
covering  materials,  the  attentions  of  a  tractor,  the  use  of  nets 
and  copius  treatments  with  varied  insecticides,  every  fly,  every 
scrap  of  slowing  paper,  every  smell  for  the  whole  of  the  six 
months  tipping  period,  came  from  the  tip. 

J  have  noticed  that  since  both  the  Hill  Top  and  the 
bpawd  .^one  Lane  tips  were  sealed  and  left,  paper  still  blows 
about  and  flies  still  occur.  These  phenomena,  I  see,  occur  in 
other  places  without  tips  too. 


Rodent  infestation  has  been  completely  controlled  on 
tiio  I'ipo  oy.rcgifL.r  monthly  treatments  and  by  compaction  and 
covering  using  the  Council’s  tractor.  Fires  have  also  been 
prevented  by  the  same  method  and  only  one  minor  incident,  a  face 
iire,  occurred  during  the  year.  The  cesspool  emptier  using  fire 
hoses  followed  by  the  tractor  digging  out  the  heated  materials 
quickly  controlled  the  outbreak  without  calling  on  the  local 
Fire  Service, 


Our  biggest  problem  in  tipping  these  days  is  the 
extremely  low  ash  content  and  very  high  paper  content  of  the 
refuse.  This  causes  great  difficulty  in  that  compaction  is  slow 
and  the  least  mistake  on  the  part  of  the  driver  can  bog  his 
vehicle  down.  In  the  slightest  wind  the  paper  can  be  blown  about 
as  there  is  no  weight  of  ash  to  hold  it  down.  Covering  of  the 
tip  requires  large  quantities  of  material,  most  of  which  must, 
unfortunately,  be  purchased  from  outside  sources.  Fire  also 
becomes  more  serious  under  these  conditions  as  the  inert  ash 
content  is  too  small  to  seriously  check  the  rapid  spread  of  flames. 


CESSPOOLS  AND  SEWAGE 


The  best  news  for  some  years  in  this  theatre  of  work 
is  that  our  proposed  new  sewage  works  can  now  go  ahead  as  soon 
as  it  is  fully  approved  by  the  Ministry.  This  scheme,  which 
should  be  in  operation  in  about  3  -  4  years,  will  be  a  boon  not 
only  to  the  town  as  a  whole  but  to  the  cesspool  emptier  crew  in 
particular  who  now  spend  two  to  two  and  half  days  emptying 
settling  tanks  to  maintain  a  good  effluent  from  the  worksT 
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The  number  of  cesspools  was  reduced  by  two  this 
year  hut  owing  to  conversion  work  in  unsewered  areas  four  new 
cesspools  were  added  later  in  the  year. 

The  vehicle  and  crew  undertake  surface  water  gully _ 
emptying  on  one  day  per  week,  attend  to  choked  drains  at  Council 
property  and  on  a  rechargeable  basis  constitute  an  emergency 
drain  clearing  unit  for  private  owners. 
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PART  FIVE 


STATISTICAL  TABLES. 

SUMMARY  OF  VISITS  AND  INSPECTIONS . 

A  c  curnnla  t  i  ons .  -j  5 

Canal  Boats.  23 

Cesspools.  21 

Drainage  Inspections.  35 

Privy  Conversions.  6 

Drainage  Tests.  24 

Factories  -  Mechanical.  44 

-  Non  -  mechanical.  3 

Means  of  Escape  in  Case  of  Fire.  49 

Licensed  Premises.  68 

Nuisance  Inspections.  83 

Piggeries  and  Stables.  23 

Refuse  Collection.  124 

Refuse  Disposal.  128 

Rodent  Control.  105 

Schools.  12 

Smoke  Observations.  14 

Smoke  Visits,  109 

Tents,  Vans  and  Sheds.  43 

Water  Supplies.  9 

Food  Inspection.  15 

Shops  Act  Inspections.  10 

Butchers.  38 

Grocers.  61 

Fried  Fish.  9 

Other  Food  Shops.  101 

Canteens.  42 

Ice-cream  Premises.  35 

Food  Preparing  Premises.  59 

Bakehouses.  18 

Milk  Distributors.  36 

Hawkers.  20 

Meat  Inspection.  598 

Slaughterhouses.  22 

Houses  Inspected.  (Public  Health  &  Housing  Acts)  1 41 
Revisits.  98 

Unfit  Houses.  56 

Dirty  and  Verminous  Premises.  39 

Infectious  Disease.  41 

Interviews.  438 

Housing  Consolidated  Regulations. Houses  Recorded. 
Overcrowding.  10 

Miscellaneous.  83 

Smoke  Control  Areas.  793 


Total.  3701 
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SUMMARY  OF  NOTICES 


Informal. 


Served.  Complied  with. 


Public  Health  Act,  1936# 

Food  and  Drugs  Act. 

Factories  Act. 

Prevention  of  Damage  by  Pests  Act, 

1949. 


23 

1 

8 

1 


25 

2 

1 

1 


SUMMARY  OF  REPAIRS  AND  IMPROVEMENTS 
EFFECTED. 


Exterior. 


Paths  repaired. 
walls  pointed. 

Eaves  gutters  repaired. 
Fall  pipes  renev/ed. 

Drains  -  relaid. 

-  cleansed. 

Roofs  repaired. 

Water  Closets  -  repaired. 

-  renewed. 

Doors  and  Windows  repaired 
Dustbins  renewed. 
Accumulations  removed. 

Interior. 


1 

2 

3 

3 

1 

53 

6 

8 

1 

5 

29 

1 


Plaster  -  Walls.  3 

-  Ceiling.  2 

Floors  repaired,  1 

Water  pipes  repaired.  3 

Waste  pipes  renewed.  2 

Food  Premises. 

Water  Closets  provided.  5 

Internal  plaster  repaired,  5 

Hot  Water  provided.  4 

Soap  and  tov\rels  provided.  2 


Sinks  provided.  3 

Food  Store  Ratproofed.  1 

Food  Shops  decorated.  1 

Drainage.  1 

Floors  repaired.  3 

Factories. 

Sanitary  Conveniences  -  Cleansed. 

-  Repaired.  1 

-  Provided.  1 

Means  of  Escape  in  Case  of  Fire.  1 
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